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This brochure describes the 
options available to employers, stu- 
dents and young people through 
Challenge 92, the Government of 
Canada’s summer employment pro- 
gram for students and young people. 
Challenge 92 is delivered by-Employ-. 
ment and Immigration Canada on © 
behalf of the Minister of State for 
Youth. 


The program is so named because 
it challenges employers from all sectors 
to create meaningful summer jobs that 
can give young people real learning 
opportunities. As an employer 
responding to that challenge, you have 
the immediate benefit of hiring young, 
career-focused employees. In meeting 
the challenge you are strengthening the 
calibre of Canada’s future work force. 


Challenge 792, in conjunction 
with the national Stay-in-School 
Initiative, can also enable an employer 
to play an active role in reversing the 
country’s high school dropout rate 
which at 30 per cent is among the 
highest of any industrialized country. 


For secondary and post-secondary 
students, Challenge ’92 can meet your 
employment needs through a variety 
of ways. These range from assistance 
for students seeking entrepreneurial 
opportunities to counselling support 
for younger students looking to assess 
their education and employment 
choices. The Challenge program, in 
conjunction with the Stay-in-School 
Initiative, is also geared towards meet- 
ing the needs of those at risk of aban- 
doning their high school studies. 


Summer Employment/ 
Experience 
Development (SEED) 


SEED provides wage subsidies that 
help employers from all sectors create 
jobs for high school students who tradi-- 
tionally have the most difficulty 
obtaining summer employment, and 
for college and university students. 


To give students the opportunity 
of contributing to society and gaining 
valuable work experience, SEED con- 
tinues to encourage the creation of 
employment opportunities which relate 
to the federal government’s social pri- 
orities in the areas of literacy, drug and 
alcohol abuse, AIDS education, the 
environment and urban crime. SEED 
also encourages the hiring of visible 
minorities, aboriginal and disabled 
young people, and the creation of 
activities designed for these groups. 


Funding for SEED jobs is available 
only to employers who would otherwise 
not create the jobs. Proposals will be 
assessed according to: their potential 
to prepare students for a future in the 
job market; the national social prior- 
ities outlined above; the local priorities; 
and available funds. 


Employers should submit their 
applications to their local Canada 
Employment Centre (CEC) by March 
13, 1992. As the deadline may vary 
among provinces and territories, 
please contact your local Canada 
Employment Centre for further details. 


The chart below illustrates the 
maximum SEED subsidy rates available 
to employers by sector. These rates may 
vary among provinces and territories. 


Mandatory 

Wage Employer 

Subsidy Costs Other 
Sector Up to (e.g. Ul, CPP) Costs 
Private $2.50/hr Nil Nil 
Public* $4.25/hr =-Nil Nil 
Non-Profit Provincial/ 100% based up to 

territorial on adult $20/week 

minimum minimum worked 

wage wage 


* Municipalities, hospitals and educational institutions 


Student Business 
Loans 


This option helps young people 
with business ideas and entrepreneurial 
drive to develop their own summer jobs. 
Students can obtain loans of up to 
$3,000 to manage their own small busi- 
ness during the summer. The loans are 
interest-free until October 9, 1992, 
when full repayment is due. 


The Student Business Loans 
under Challenge ’92 are offered in 
Newfoundland, Quebec, Manitoba, 
Saskatchewan, Alberta, Yukon and 
the Northwest Territories. 


Student Business Loans are offered 
through the Federal Business Devel- 
opment Bank in co-operation with the 
Royal Bank of Canada and the Nation- 
al Bank of Canada. Business plans sub- 
mitted under Student Business Loans 
are reviewed between April 1 and 
June 12, 1992. 


For complete details contact either 
your nearest Canada Employment 
Centre (CEC), your nearest Canada 
Employment Centre for Students 
(CEC-S), any participating Chartered 
Bank, the Federal Business Develop- 
ment Bank, or dial the toll-free infor- 


mation number: 1-800-361-2126. 


Business Drive for Jobs 


The Business Drive for Jobs is a 
collaborative effort by business organi- 
zations and firms to challenge their 
members and the general business 
community to create additional 
employment for students during the 
summer without using government 
wage subsidies. 


The local hiring emphasis of the 
Business Drive for Jobs has proven 
valuable both for students and employ- 
ers. Students gain work experience 
and learn about career opportunities in 
local businesses and employers are intro- 
duced to potential future employees. 


Canada Employment 
Centres for Students 


Canada Employment Centres for 
Students(CECs-S) form an extensive 
network of student placement offices 
across Canada. Open during the 
summer months (usually from May 
to August), these offices have been 
helping students to find jobs and 
employers to locate workers, for more 
than 20 years. 


CEC-S staff, themselves post- 
secondary students and recent grad- 
uates, offer students sessions on how 
to search for a job, prepare a résumé, 
prepare for a job interview, as well as 
information on various federally and 
provincially sponsored programs. In 
Alberta, these centres are known as 
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Hire-A-Student (HAS) offices; in 
Manitoba, they are called Student/ 
Youth Employment Centres. 


The CEC-S give employers direct 
access to placement and listing services, 
comprehensive labour market informa- 
tion on wage levels, legislation, federal 
and provincial subsidy programs and 
student availability. 


Native Internship 
Program 


This Challenge program option 
creates employment opportunities 
within Employment and Immigration 
Canada (EIC) offices to meet the 
career and vocational interests of Abo- 
riginal students. The work experience 
is designed to enhance the job-search 
skills of participants and to expose 
them to the public service as a career 
option by developing their knowledge 
of EIC services in particular and federal 
government services in general. 


START PROJECTS 
Linking Challenge ’92 
to the National Stay-in- 
School Initiative 


Mounting urgency to reverse the 
country’s 30 per cent high school drop- 
out rate cannot take a summer holiday. 
Consequently, Challenge ’92 has a 
strong link to the programs and ser- 
vices component of the national 
Stay-in-School Initiative in the form 
of START projects funded under the 
initiative. 

The link between Challenge and 
the Stay-in-School Initiative is vital 
for two reasons: 


e recent and potential high school 
dropouts need utmost attention 
if they are to make their way effec- 
tively in an increasingly complex, 
skill-driven labour market; 

¢ encouraging young people to com- 
plete their education — especially 
those at risk of abandoning their 
high school studies — is not con- 
fined to the school calendar year. 


START projects can encompass a 
variety of approaches aimed at giving 
young participants life skills, personal 
financial management ability, know- 
ledge of how companies function, 
workplace practices, expectations and 
co-worker relations. START projects 
are implemented in partnership with 
business, community organizations, 
municipal governments, public health 
or education institutions and band 
councils. 


Your nearest Canada Employment 
Centre can provide complete details on 
START project applications. 


For further information, employers and students should 
contact the nearest Canada Employment Centre or 
Canada Employment Centre for Students. 
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